
Risking All on God

Ezra 8:21-23



I. Ezra Lead His People in Seeking God. (V.21)

A. He calls for a time of fasting and prayer.

Psalm 121:1-4, I will lift up my eyes to the hills— From whence 
comes my help? 

2 My help comes from the Lord, Who made heaven and earth. 
3 He will not allow your foot to be moved; He who keeps you will 

not slumber.
4 Behold, He who keeps Israel, Shall neither slumber nor sleep.  

B. This was a time for desperate praying.



C. Heroes of the faith have always sought God in desperate 
times in their lives.

- David said: (Psalm 27:8)

When You said, “Seek My face,” My heart said to You, “Your 
face, Lord, I will seek.”

- Isaiah said: (Isaiah 26:9) 

With my soul I have desired You in the night, Yes, by my spirit within 
me I will seek You early; For when Your judgments are in the earth, 
The inhabitants of the world will learn righteousness.

- Daniel said: (Daniel 9:3)

Then I set my face toward the Lord God to make request by prayer 
and supplications, with fasting, sackcloth, and ashes.



D. Those who earnestly seek God find Him.
- Jeremiah 29:13, 

And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all 
your heart.

- James 4:7-8 & 10: 

Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.
8Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your 

hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded.

(&10) Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you 
up.



II. Ezra Leads His People in 
Surrendering to God. (V.22)

A. The temptation is to look to people for help instead of 
looking to God.

B. In this case, their testimony for God was at stake.

C. They chose to risk it all on God's ability and power.

D. Would we have dared to do the same?



III. God Saves Ezra and His People. (V.23)

A. God meets His people when they trust Him. 

B. This text pictures our salvation.



Matthew 17:20-21

So Jesus said to them, “Because of your unbelief; for 
assuredly, I say to you, if you have faith as a 
mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move 
from here to there,’ and it will move; and nothing 
will be impossible for you.

21However, this kind does not go out except by prayer 
and fasting.” 


